
 
Dear Senate Finance Committee, 
 
          I write to address an important issue involving not only the health of millions of Americans, but 
also the unnecessary and increasing expenditure of billions of dollars by the U.S. Government, 
insurers/health and welfare funds, employers, and individuals and to request action on the part of the 
Senate Finance Committee.   
          Without regard to the actual benefit (or lack thereof) and side effects they cause, cholesterol 
lowering prescription drugs, also known as statins, have become hugely popular and the best selling 
drug for pharmaceutical companies.  Statin brand names include Lipitor (manufactured by Pfizer), 
Zocor (Merck), Crestor (Astra Zeneca), Mevacor (Merck), Pravachol (Bristol Myers Squibb), and 
Lescol (Novartis).  Lipitor is expected to make Pfizer $13 billion in revenues in 2006 alone.  Medicare 
and Medicaid pay for more than half of the statins sold.   
           It is becoming increasingly apparent that the pharmaceutical industry has been funding 
and manipulating drug studies and trials for the purpose of generating favorable results.  This is no 
exception in the case of statins.  Not only does the industry manipulate studies and trials, but they also 
manipulate reports made to the public suppressing vital information that is not to their liking and 
publishing only favorable findings.  Drug companies also pay outside marketing and sales firms, 
physicians and other consultants to promote statins to the unsuspecting public.  We now are learning 
that statins cause dangerous and permanent side effects including memory loss, amnesia, neuropathy 
and depression, among others.  None of these side effects are included in the statin manufacturers’ 
warnings.   
           In addition, many statin manufacturers illegally promote statins to doctors, patients, 
Medicare and Medicaid, and third party payors through off-label marketing.  Pfizer’s off-label 
marketing scheme for Lipitor, for example, involves the misrepresentation of treatment guidelines so 
that a much larger population than necessary thinks the drug is necessary for them to lower their 
cholesterol.  The result of the off-label marketing is that the U.S. Government and others pay 
substantially more money for more people to receive the drug and in larger doses.  Drug manufacturers 
understand the importance of marketing drugs.  Indeed, drug companies spend about 2.5 times as much 
on marketing than research and development.   
          The effect of statins on the federal government is huge.  Aside from the fact that the majority of 
the money spent on statins is paid by the U.S. Government, a significant number of persons taking 
statins suffer from side effects that result in additional medicines being paid for by the U.S. 
Government such as pain killers and anti-depressants.  In addition, many statin users have to stop 
working due to their side effects and are placed on disability – an additional cost to the U.S. 
Government, insurers and employers. 
           I, consequently, urge the Senate Finance Committee to hold hearings to thoroughly 
explore the testing, marketing, use and side effects of the cholesterol-lowering drugs.   
 
 
Date: ________, 2007   
 
Name: ___________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________ 
 
               __________________________ 
 
 
 
 



SEE BELOW FOR ADDRESSES OF SFC MEMBERS: 
 
Committee Membership 
Majority Members (Democrats)  
Member Name 
DC Phone 
DC FAX 
Email 
Max Baucus (D-MT) [Chair] 
202-224-2651 
202-224-0515 
http://baucus.senate.gov/contact/emailForm.cfm?subj=issue 
John D. Rockefeller, IV (D-WV)  
202-224-6472 
202-224-7665 
http://rockefeller.senate.gov/services/email.cfm 
Kent Conrad (D-ND)  
202-224-2043 
202-224-7776 
http://conrad.senate.gov/webform.html 
Jeff Bingaman (D-NM)  
202-224-5521 
202-224-2852 
senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov 
John F. Kerry (D-MA)  
202-224-2742 
202-224-8525 
http://kerry.senate.gov/low/contact_email.html 
Blanche Lambert Lincoln (D-AR)  
202-224-4843 
202-228-1371 
http://lincoln.senate.gov/html/webform.html 
Ron Wyden (D-OR)  
202-224-5244 
202-228-2717 
http://wyden.senate.gov/contact/ 
Charles Schumer (D-NY)  
202-224-6542 
202-228-3027 
http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/contact/webform.cfm 
Debbie A. Stabenow (D-MI)  
202-224-4822 
202-228-0325 
http://stabenow.senate.gov/email.htm 
Maria Cantwell (D-WA)  
202-224-3441 
202-228-0514 
http://cantwell.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm 
 
 
 



Ken Salazar (D-CO)  
202-224-5852 
202-228-5036 
http://salazar.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm 
Minority Members (Republicans)  
Member Name 
DC Phone 
DC FAX 
Email 
Charles E. Grassley (R-IA) [Ranking Member] 
202-224-3744 
202-224-6020 
http://grassley.senate.gov/webform.htm 
Orrin G. Hatch (R-UT)  
202-224-5251 
202-224-6331 
http://hatch.senate.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Offices.Contact 
Trent Lott (R-MS)  
202-224-6253 
202-224-2262 
http://lott.senate.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.Email 
Olympia Snowe (R-ME)  
202-224-5344 
202-224-1946 
http://snowe.senate.gov/Webform.htm 
Jon Kyl (R-AZ)  
202-224-4521 
202-224-2207 
http://kyl.senate.gov/contact.cfm 
Craig Thomas (R-WY)  
202-224-6441 
202-224-1724 
http://thomas.senate.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.Home 
Gordon Smith (R-OR)  
202-224-3753 
202-228-3997 
http://gsmith.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.Home 
Jim Bunning (R-KY)  
202-224-4343 
202-228-1373 
http://bunning.senate.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.Email 
Mike Crapo (R-ID)  
202-224-6142 
202-228-1375 
http://crapo.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm 
Pat Roberts (R-KS)  
202-224-4774 
202-224-3514 
http://roberts.senate.gov/public/index.cfm? 
FuseAction=ContactInformation.EmailPat 


